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Mayor Newsom Announces 2009 One City One Book: San Francisco
Reads Selection: Alivein Necropolis by Doug Dor st

New campaign for this year’s citywide reading pragrencourages readers to donate copies of the tmook
public high school libraries

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Mayor Gavin Newsom and the San Francisco Puliili@ary today invited San
Franciscans to participate in the 5th annual Ot @ne Book: San Francisco Reads program by anmaoginc
the selection of Alive in Necropolis by Doug Dorst.

Thanks to the great success of the past four yga@dsie City One Book: San Francisco Reads, this yea
selected bookstores will offer a special opporgutotdonate a copy dlive in Necropoligo a public high
school. Through the progrant f'eat Y ourself/Stock Their Shelves,” participants can help support literacy and
reading by buying an extra copy of the book axal&aluctible gift to a local public high schoolrkipy.

“The One City One Book program has always brougdéther our diverse community around a literary
connection, allowing us to unite through the shgohideas, thoughts and opinions in this citywhad®k club,”
said Mayor Newsom. “This year, we hope our comnyuriitreaders will treat themselves to reading this
entertaining novel while sharing their love of thietten word with the next generation of readersim
schools.”

Doug Dorst’s thriller, set in the city of San Frasuo and the cemeteries of Colma, is a fresh, inadiyie debut
novel about a young police officer struggling tegehe peace and maintain a grip on reality innantahere
the dead outnumber the living. One part crime nawed part ghost storplive in Necropoliss tinged with
humor, history and heart. Among many colorful chtges, the book features a rookie Colma cop navigat
world of both the dead and alive and a San Fraadesen struggling with his own version of reality.

A longtime resident of the San Francisco Bay ARarst holds a B.A. from Stanford and a J.D. from-UC
Berkeley’s Boalt Hall, and he has taught writingsédinford and in the MFA program at the Califor@Gallege
of the Arts. He currently lives in Austin, Texadave he is an assistant professor of creativengrat St.
Edward’s University and serves on the Board of &oes of Austin Bat Cave, a non-profit writing centor
kids.

“This entertaining book takes readers on a vivipleration of the cemeteries of Colma, providingrgises of
such colorful members of San Francisco historyogsiMaggio, Ishi, Wyatt Earp and Lillie Coit. Thsa
novel for all to enjoy this summer and then joinfarsbook discussions and fun and imaginative pogning
this Fall,” said City Librarian Luis Herrera.
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The One City One Book 2009 activities will includethor visits to libraries and local schools, pergs about
the San Francisco historical figures and locatiarthe book, cemetery walks and an exhibition chasal
material from SFPL including historic photograpinsl gravestones.

One City One Book: San Francisco Reads events igndssions will take place in libraries, bookstoeesd
schools during September and October. Program giuid®kmarks, and other promotional materials éll
available. For complete program information, vis# San Francisco Public Library websitevatw.sfpl.org

In searching for a compelling title, the eight-marselection committee for One City One Book coarsd
books that met as many as possible of the follownitgria: high literary quality; reflective of wersal issues
facing San Franciscans; mirror the diversity of $aancisco; have connections to San Franciscoefeith
through the content or the author’s relationshighwe city); available in key languages; availahlé&arge
guantities; appealing to adults and teens; availabpaperback; capable of sparking provocativeusisions;
and lend themselves to engaging public programsnarthe book.

Alive in Necropoliss available as a hardcover book and trade paperBaecorded book for the blind will be
made available this Fall through the Main Librarlibrary for the Blind and Print Handicapped.

One City One Book: San Francisco Reads is suppbstédtiends of the San Francisco Public LibraryolBo
Inc. and other selected bookstores are particigatithe “Treat Yourself/Stock Their Shelves” pragyr.

For more information, please call (415) 557-4277.
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