
San Francisco Public Library 

100 Larkin Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 

July 9,2009 

Charles Edwin Chase, AIA 
President 
Historic Preservation Commission 
1650 Mission Street. Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 941 03 

Dear President Chase: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an overview of the Branch Library Improvement program (BLIP) 
to the Historic Preservation Commission. This letter is a response to the request by the Commissioners 
for more information about the BLIP program, the City Planning review process and specific updates on 
the Ortega, Merced, Park, and North Beach projects. 

As discussed in the Library's presentation, the program priorities for the BLIP are to reduce seismic risk, 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, meet modem technological needs and current code 
requirements, and provide spaces that are responsive to current services, yet flexible enough to meet 
future needs. We have a comprehensive community engagement process for each branch that includes 
numerous public meetings in the community, a Peer Review before the Library Commission early in the 
design process, and continuous project updates which are disseminated at each branch, on our website, 
and at neighborhood events. 

For the environmental evaluation of each of our branches, we have followed the direction of the Planning 
Department. In September 2008, we met with the Director and his Major Environmental Analysis and 
Historic Preservation staff to review upcoming projects and procedures. For each project, we have 
submitted requested plans and information, held subsequent meetings with Planning Department staff, 
and conducted tours of the branches as needed. 

The following is a summary of the scope, CEQA review, and community participation for the Park. Ortega, 
Merced and North Beach projects. 

The Park Branch, located at 1833 Page Street, was renovated in the early 1990's. During this 
period, the basement was remodeled to include a meeting room and a crafts room. Seismic 
retrofitting, electrical upgrades, asbestos abatement and the installation of an elevator for 
handicapped access were also completed. Under the BLIP, the scope of the project is primarily 
an interior remodel with upgrades to the heating system, plumbing, electrical, lighting, and data 
systems. 

In 2002, a Categorical Exemption was issued for the renovation of the branch. In May 2009, a 
Preservation Planner reviewed the current plans and in June 2009, approved the permit set of 
drawings. The branch is scheduled to close for renovation in October 2009. 








