
  

 

 

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

COMMUNITY MEETING NOTES: PARK BRANCH LIBRARY 

When:   Tuesday, January 27, 2009  

7:00 pm 

 

 

Attendees: Public   32 

Library/DPW staff   5 

Architects       2 

Friends of SFPL   1 

Total   40 

 

 

Agenda:  Welcome & Introductions:  Cathy Delneo, Branch Manager & Mindy Linetzky, Bond 

Program Administrator 

Introductory Comments:  Luis Herrera, City Librarian 

Presentation of Architectural Plan:  Mark Schatz, Architect 

Discussion period 

Next steps 

Friends of SFPL – Mary Abler, Neighborhood Library Campaign 

Exit Survey & Adjourn 

 

Summary:  

 

Luis Herrera noted that the community has expressed their concerns that the historical nature of the 

branch be respected in the remodel process, that the branch community room is an important anchor in the 

community, and that they want as short a remodel closure period as possible.  The library has responded 

to these concerns by ensuring that the remodel does respect the historic nature of the branch and by 

reducing the branch closure period to one year or less.  Mr. Herrera also stated that the funds for the 

branch remodel are in place, and the Library is committed to seeing that the project will be completed and 

re-opened on schedule. 

 

Mark Schatz said the Park Branch is the oldest library branch in San Francisco that is still in use.  He 

referred to comments from the meeting of last July and the meeting last Thursday, saying the architects 

are trying to listen and incorporate what people say into the plans.  For example, relocation of the 

computer server room and a change in location of the adult computer table away from the children’s area 

were in response to concerns expressed at those meetings.  He then passed around a large sketch of the 

planned interior of the reading room.  He said the architects are trying to design as flexible a library as 

possible. 
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Mindy Linetzky explained that the library would be closed for construction for about one year.  The 

branch is scheduled to close in summer or early fall. 

 

Mary Abler explained that the Friends of the SFPL are actively raising funds to purchase furniture and 

equipment that the bond money does not cover.  Each branch needs about $500,000. She is forming a 

committee to raise these funds. 

 

General Discussion: 

 

What is a family restroom? A restroom primarily for families and people who 
need assistance.  It will have a sign on it. 

Can’t you do more bathrooms upstairs instead of 
bathrooms downstairs? 

There is not enough room upstairs. 
 

Are self-check machines in use in any of the 
branches?  Can people check out someone else’s 
reserved items? 

They are in use in all the renovated & new 
branches. You need your library card to check out 
your items. 

Is the lounge a staff lounge? Yes. 

Why not use existing bathrooms, just improve 
them. Wouldn’t that save money? 

There is not enough space for the required two 
bathrooms meeting ADA specifications in the 
current configuration.  We are replacing the 
plumbing so the bathroom location change is not 
that costly. 

Is there asbestos in the building to be removed? Yes, some – not a lot. 

Will the teen chairs (Eames chairs) be at the teen 
tables? 

The tables have different chairs. Probably will use 
the Eames chairs as lounge chairs in teen area. 

What about security issues with the bathrooms? 
Bathrooms in this neighborhood have been 
controversial at times. 

Multi-occupancy bathrooms discourage untoward 
activities. These will have no locks on door; they 
will have a separate stall with toilet and a separate 
sink, so two people can use the space at once. 

Might the State snag some of the bond funds from 
the Library in these hard economic times? 

No, the bond money is City funded by the bond 
measure passed in 2000.  The Library also has 
funding from a City tax set-aside.  Also, the bids on 
the renovation projects recently have been under 
estimated cost. 

DPW did a poor job on the branch front stairs 
replacement several years ago.  Are you working 
with them on this remodel? 

The remodel is being designed by an architect and 
the actual work will be bid upon. 

Will shelf space increase or decrease? Shelf space will increase from 2045 linear feet to 
2173 linear feet. 

How many online public computers will there be? There will be 2 dedicated catalog-only public 
computers.  14 additional public computers will 
have catalog access as well as internet access for a 
total of 16. 

Why not move this project – the smallest project – 
to the end of the schedule, or give us an alternate 
site, so people in the neighborhood can continue 

The money is in place now, and costs may 
escalate. The Library Commission voted in the past 
not to open alternate sites except in extraordinary 
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to use the library. circumstances and where there is a no-cost option. 
Cost is prohibitive at this site.  However, the 
Library is open to hearing your suggestions. 

Was there any decorative painting, stenciling, or 
murals in the original branch? 

The old photographs don’t show any.  However, 
there were two skylights in the upstairs which 
have been covered. We will do detail restoration 
work on those, although we cannot reopen them 
since they have been roofed over. 

Can you offer an incentive to the selected 
contractor to finish on-time? And to install solar 
panels? 

We will study all those things. 

Have you thought about putting wheels on the 
chairs? 

Wheeled chairs have a tendency to move around 
the branch rather than staying in their designated 
location. For this reason, we typically do not put 
them in branches. 

Heating the upstairs room must be expensive. How 
does the cost of heating here compare to other 
branches?  Can the ceiling be insulated? 

We hope to retrofit the windows – this will be 
done if costs allow.  Also, the heat in the reading 
room comes from the floor and rises. 

How was it determined which branches got 
alternate sites?  It doesn’t seem like there was 
much community input on that. 

This is a cost issue.  The two branches with 
alternate sites:  Western Addition Branch for 
which the library found a free space at the African 
American Historical & Cultural Center for a small 
reading center; and Ortega Branch which will close 
at the same time as a nearby branch (the Parkside 
Branch); and where we are looking at using part of 
the existing building for a small collection.    
   There will be continuing interim services:  
children’s story times will continue at another 
location, and bookmobile service will be provided. 
In addition, nearby branches may extend their 
hours. 

Can you revisit the budget? The bond amount is set. 

What about using the Boys & Girls Club as an 
alternate site?   De Avila School? 

We are open to no-cost/ low-cost ideas and will 
look into these suggestions. 

Will there be a mounted computer projector and 
what kind will it be? 

Yes, there will be a modern computer projector.   

What will the seating capacity be in the 
community room? 

Seating will increase from 75 to 100 seats. 
 

What will the seating be in the upstairs reading 
room? 

Seating upstairs will increase from 56 to 68 seats. 
That includes reader, lounge, computer chairs and 
bench seating. 

 

Handouts: Park Branch FAQ 

  Community Meeting Notes from 7/15/08 

  Exit Survey 

  Library Commission/Peer Review flier 2/5/09 
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Park Branch Community Meeting Exit Survey Responses 1.27.09 

 

 

What were three things you heard today about the project that were most memorable? 

 

  Acceptable reason for moving the bathroom 

 The mobile laptops are cool 

 The overall plan is well thought out 

  Project will be finished in one year 

  More bathroom access 

 Nice community room 

 Improved lighting 

 Improved bathrooms 

 Improved community room   

 Its funded 

 The close attention to detail 

 The positive interest in public opinion/consensus 

 The “nuts & bolts” of the upgrade/renovation  

 Teen area 

 More seating in community room 

 Little change to look/feel upstairs 

 Increasing shelving & seating while complying with codes and adding program  

 Attention to historical integrity  

 Family bathroom – since it is neighborhood library, I think it is great 

 Temporary  library location 

 Attention in green/ sustainability issues in renovation  

 Increase in seating capacity without decrease in books/facilities  

 Continuation of community programs in other venues 

 Preservation  of this library’s character  

 Separating restroom facilities from community room 

 

What three issues do you consider most important to the Park Branch Library? 

 

  Establish interim location during renovation - businesses can rent library space as tax write off 

  Make library roof solar panel ready, and building energy efficient   

  Community room digital projector, electronic visual presenter, white board (same as  electronic 

overhead projector plugs into digital projector) 

  Making it clean and nice 

 Keeping the dregs from abusing it 

 Stable and fast Wi-Fi 

 Open again quickly – on Sundays, too! 

 No closure  

 No walled off areas on main floor 

 Access for children, seniors & the physically/mentally challenged  

 Staying open with hours needed by community 

 Integrity of historic structure  

 Work done as quickly as  possible without comprising quality   

 Increasing attendance of younger generation  
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 Retaining a community presence   

 Renovate as soon as we can 

 Saving the building  

 Bring old atmosphere back  

 More restrooms 

 Permanent user-friendly AV equipment  

 More computers 

 Making much needed improvements 

 Failure to provide alternative library service site 

 

What did you like most about the community meeting? 

  

  The presenters seemed responsive  

  This form doesn’t provide adequate space for comments 

  Organizers were professional  

  Responsiveness of presenters  

  Respectful  and gave more information than prior meeting 

 The positive attitudes of those involved  

 Short presentation that hit the important points and a positive response to community feedback 

 Depth of information we share  

 I think whole team is fully dedicated to do good work 

 Detailed information/explanation from planners  

 The floor plans provided good visuals 

 Q & A 

 

What did you like least about the community meeting? 

 

 The funding bond can’t be used for furniture, etc.  

  No coffee/tea 

  It’s a railroad  - we just get to “bless” it 

 The shortsightedness of the community reacting to the temporary closure in light of huge 

improvements  

 Unopen worries about renovation  

 Seems prior community meetings could have been publicized better 

 Failure to accept responsibility for not seeking an alternative service site while Park branch is 

closed  

 

Is there anything you would like the project team to know that was not said at the meeting? 

 

  Please consider cessation of a self serve book scanning station to increase circulation without 

increasing shelf space 

  I’d like to see a private study room 

 Thank you 

  Wish we can save old chairs, bigger book drops and keep same wonderful staff 

  

 


