
Visitacion Valley Branch Library—Design Review Responses 
Library Commission Meeting of August 21, 2008 
 

 Designer:  Andy Maloney, DPW, Bureau of Architecture 

 Peer Review Panel: Sarah Wilmer, Studio Sarah Wilmer Architecture and 
Monique Le Conge, Director of Richmond Public Library. 

 Library Commission/Peer Review Meeting:  January 3, 2008 
 
 

1.  The Peer Panel expressed a concern that the symmetry of the building is being in direct and 

unequivocal opposition to the site.   The building has a strong geometry which creates four equal 

plazas in footprint, but not equal in quality of space. 

 

Architect:  The design team worked very closely with the community. It is prominent and has a 

strong civic statement. The community in general likes the architectural design and it closely 

resembles the nearby club building.  The programmed spaces work well with the outdoor spaces.  

Several public members spoke in favor of the design at the January 3, 2008 Commission 

meeting. 

 

2.   The Peer Panel expressed a concern about the height of the stacks impeding the sight lines 

from the reference desk or from the entryway.   

 

Architect:  The design team has reviewed several options with library staff to address these 

concerns.  The current design has lower stacks and reading tables to improve the sightlines.  

 

3.  The Commission commented that due to the geometry of the design there were concerns 

about potential future expansion.   

 

Architect:  While a rectangular shape allows for greater flexibility in expanding, it is still 

possible to expand with the proposed geometry of this building. The expansion could occur onto 

one of the four plazas. However, the current design meets the library’s building program. 

 

4.  The Commission commented that the strong geometry of the building made the building 

layout less flexible.  

 

The community liked the design of this building as it is prominent and distinct.  The design team 

carefully studied the program space requirements and the current design fulfills those 

requirements.   

 

5.  The Commission commented on the need to provide security for this corner building.  

 

The design team addressed this by providing a fence around the site. There will be site lighting 

and cameras. Inside the building, the staff would have clear sightlines to all spaces. 

 


