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Agenda
Why use poetry to teach basic literacy skills?
VWhat makes something peetic?
Eorms ofi peetry.
Developing basic skills through the use ofi peetry.
Seng Iyrics as narrative poetry.

Materials availlable to enhance instruction.



Wiy Uiser peetiy ter teach lsasic skills?

Poetry often reflects the sound patterns: off the
anguage & canlreinfierce phonics & spelling.

POETR/ can enrich the reader by Gifernng a new.
Way: 10 VIEW: EVeryday: eEXPEriences.

PeEth/ Invelves hoth visualfand auditeny learming
styles.

POEUR/ IS easier te Wrte fiolf Seme Iearners.

he poetry off SenRg IVrES IS everyWhRere in eur
lives.

A\ aiflef felereis?




WiaaismakessWitiing PeEeticy

Eorm
Imageny

RAytham

RAyme

Other components of peetin?



EQIINS i POty

AlRNERET OIS

A simple pattelm e leaim. Gooed for Peginningllevel
learners. This can e a fun way: to EXPress One's
feelings abeut semeone or semething. Use the
first: letters off a name as a starting peint.

Reader
Animalllever
Newlywed
Daily’ commuiter;
Youngl at heart



LISt POEmIS

Even easier to write than alphabet poems since a specific letter does
not dictate the first werd

Start by naming the subject. Then brainstenm words that descirilhe
that subject (muchilikera mind majp ExXercise.)

CoVoiss

rlotplelslel Hirsigoeel igritifeel zipel <|ll<kel
DESENEaWellersSiane scaVENgers
SURVIVIREN RN EHEN G OCANGAS
SINGESHItHENRIg Tt

Like a language experiernce story, tWlors can use the text 1o the
poem to teach basic reaading sKkills. Remember tiie concepr: o
“tutor words” ana “fearner wWords: rom your tutor: traling?



herCinauain

A five line peen that can’ be written abeut almoest
anything. It fellews this very simple fermat...

EiRerdsierenenvereritiereiname/supjeci (etn)

EiRe 2 WenWoerds GEsCHpING thersui|ecl e d
(adjectives)

lple & inl e e fels eleserloplelinle clc ol e inle
SuBject (Verns)

BN arSERIERCE EXPIESSINEra ECl g euNIaVE
AlEUT LHE SUIJECT

SIerSE reREatsI G reRameS e supec oiline !



WIEIg)

RECESSaR PlekIEMAE

\LierloErinle), saleisailnle), salliale)
GEtRERUSTiEREWAlIEAVE RENATIENHCE
IEIE)

Sanady.

dedicated; Ioving
dancing), leaping, licking
gliewing old: playifully,
canine



Cinguains can be a great reinforcement tool for teaching
the parts of speech — verbs, adjectives, noeuns, etc. But
enly Introduce these: concepts It your learner IS ready.

YU can start With werds already: studied: i your
Sessions—firom) flash cards;, your learner’s word bank,
vVocabulany lists, 61 Other seurces. Youlmight even
divide the werds Inte neuns, adjectives, and Veras
pefore youl Begin.

Anadilikerether types of fierm; poetny, the detailed
structure off the Cinguain: can: make It easier ior Some
learners attempting| te express feelings on paper fer the
first time.



IHaIK

A twe) te four line: peem; that tres te capture an instant
I time: 6K a mement ol Insight.

Prehally best not to teach Haikulin the Strict

5 — 7 — 5 syllaple fermat Which you might rememioer
from sehieol. TS can e frustrating for adultsiwhe may.
Be BegInNnIng Ievelireaders and Wiiters and do not yet
Understand the concept ofi a syllable.

Spending time: reading Haiku' by Japanese masters and
ethers Will make the form: easier 1o Understand and
Imitate.



Obiied.
Y1554

(GIrasSHPRPEN,
Blo) plot ifzlafloleior gigeces
e REZIS BIRHgREEEN

Spliater:
By Carl Sandburg

The veice of the last cricket
Acress the first frest
IS one kind' ofi good-hbye
It IS soi thin a splinter off singing



VG Peetn

This Is Wiat Most people think off Wien they hear the
Wword “poetry.” Typically, It s a Very personal fionm of
POELRY expressing emotions and insights. It can e either;
raymedi o unrmymedad: and Is usually. fairly: short (one or
o pages.)

These characteristics make: lyric poeetry very: useful for
adult literacy instruction. Learmers cam express amny.
feeling| er moed In'an open “free verse” style--and lengti
doesn't matter.

he hest way: tor make thelearner comiortanle writing
poetry Isite simply: begin reading or listening| te peetry
together In your tutening sessions. While deing this;, leok
at the various, waysi poetsi use language and discuss
What your learer netices.



Neieglicle) Ealef Celf) Szl
BYARGIEN FIoSt

INBtURE SHiSgrEERNSI eI o)
HEradest- et tiereldk
HEReaiyAleaiES e iGWeElS

BlireRIASerainNIeGuIE
e eaiFsisIdes e ez
SO Eden sank o, gier;
SO EEWANGGES GEWIRNG G E):
INGIING gele Can Stey:



What are the themes in Frost’s poem?
What seunds ale repeated IR the peem?

Wihat can we leaimn abhouit the Englishi langtiage

Py examining Frest's: rayming patterns ini this
POEM?

IHOW, Can you' Use the raiyming patterns fieund In
POEtRY te teach basic skillsiin yeur tuterng
SESSIENSs? 1IAIS can| clieate: a great teaching
OpPpertunIty.



e IePICS IaNINEW: Y Bl
By ClauaerVICKay,

Bananasrpeand green; andigingEeEreoL;
CocoanNPodsiand aliigateif PEENS)
ARG t2REERRES andimangeES and giapPEeliruIt;
EIer the RIghESTPIHiZE aiPelisShN2IES;

SECIRF e WIREBW, BIRINGINGNINEMBIIES
@ittt trees ladeni by ovw-singingiriis;
ARG devvyZdawns; aneimysticaifolite SKIES
InfBEREdicten eVveErRRURiIkE lis:

W aVes o) fav elinn; clnlel Featle) i) grleife cjziZes
AVave eitieneingrthretgi iy BeeY/ SWepis;
And, lunRgry e the eld; iamiliar ways;,
IFttrmed asiderand hewed my head ancwepis:



Wihat rayming patterns are: evident i tais
POEM?

Based! on| these rmyming patterns, What

teachingl eppertunities might this; peem
Introduce?



Witine Poetny

Start by discussingl a Peem, read by, yeur
learner, Which elicited strong emptiens. Eol;
example, leok at the poeem /., /001y
Langsten IHughes.




1, /00

By Langstoen Hughes
I, t00), Sing AmEerica
Il am) the' darker brother:
TThey send me tereat 1in the kitechen
VW RERICOMPERYCOMES;
But it augih;
And eatwell
ANdigrev Stena.

FoMorreM/,

I’ll be at the table
\WHER ComPERY COMES:
NelsedyAl dare
Sa\/ALONTE;

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,

iheyAlrseerhew seauiiiti™l 2um
And be ashamed—

I, 100, am AmErica.



Wihat IS the theme: ofi this peem?

After a discussion ofi theme, youl can
encoeurage your learner to wiite: his/her
eWn feelings inra peem. EeK heginning
level learners; you may: Want: ter stalt Wiith
a little mind mapping to: generate a list: of
Vocanulan/ Werds.



Like ether writing| exercises, remember to allew the
learner time to re-read the peem to him/herself in erder
to self-edit. Then the poeem can be read aloud and
discussed.

Remember, spelling|is the: least Impertant component of
poeEethy Wrting at this heginning stage.. The biggest
Wiriting chiallenge fierr most learners Is simply. fieeling
comifiertanle expressing thelr thoughts.

Later, when you and your learner are reaay, you can begin
the process of rewriting & formal editing, looking for
patterns of errors that can be addressed. And when it's
finished, it can even be submitted for publication in the
Project Read newsletter!



SORAFEYHACS asiINar@atve Peetny

Seng lyrics are by far the most often; heard fiemnm
Off PeERY/ 1IN U SOCIELY; We' hear them
EVERWRErE WEe g0.

Wihat elements ofi peetrny are found 1n seng
IV/IICS?




Sena Lyies as Peetn/ EXercise

DIScuUsS with; your learner what Kinds; ofi music he/she listens
10, SINGS, GF EnNjoys 6n a regular basis.

ASK your leamer what they like most alkout thellr: iaverite
music — the beat, the message in the lyrics, ete.

Play a recerding off a familiar seng.

Discuss; the: fieelings which the sengwriter IS thying to
communicate threugh the Iyrcs: & music.

Again, talkaneut What makes the: seng pPoetic.™

Ask yoeur learner te write his/her ewn Iyrics to the sena,
either on the same tepic or any. Gther.

Again, den't wery alkouit spelling, punctuation, Etc.
That can ceme later wWhen you Begin Werking 6n Specific
Writing skills.



EXtending the lesson

Bring In hoeks 61 magazine: articles related te
e artist or suject.

Eind related recerdings.

Do some: research on the Internet to find even
more Information.

Recordl your learner’s musical creation.

Other 1deas?



Mulw=sensen/Vaterals 1o  ERnance
|IRsStiicHieNnN

Fapes/CDs) off peetry. (1In P.R. office and general
ivrary collection

Magnetic Peetry (1 iR, 6ffice)
Dry-Erase boeards & coelored markers; (P.R. ofifice)
reaa to vie) rPleaseiseftware (P.R. lal computers)

S.1.B.LL0 (Sengs Inspired By Literature) searchanle
datanase: et Iyrics firom sengs INSpIed by BEOKS) &
poems (part of the Artists for Literacy project)

WAESLe)lelfe)|eleEie) e
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