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Since 2018, SFPL's Jail and Reentry Services
program has been providing dedicated library 
service to incarcerated adults, including:

● In-jail library service
● Reference by mail 
● Reentry support

Since 2023, Jail and Reentry Services has provided 
access to library eResources on free tablets 
available to people inside of the jails.

Jail and Reentry Services



Expanding Information Access for Incarcerated People

Mellon Foundation funded grant work to:
● Support professionals in the field 
● Identify existing services
● Build connections
● Provide guidance for librarians nationwide

Advisory committee with extensive experience:
● Advocates
● Community archivist
● Formerly incarcerated people
● Thought leaders



$4,341,000 total funds awarded:

• $2,000,000 for two-year period 

   January 2022 - December 2023

• $375,000 award to continue grant work 

      October 2023 - December 2024

• $1,966,000 for two-and-a-half-year period 

      November 2024 - June 2027

Sub-grantee:  

• American Library Association (ALA) 

Mellon Grants Snapshot

Painting: I’m Free When I Read, by 
Jebediah Dishman



Professional Development

Training Series Presentations & Publications





Mapping Library 
Services
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Building Connections

Annual Convening 

• 2022: 57 participants, half-day in Washington, D.C.

• 2023: 90 participants, half-day in Chicago, IL

• 2024: 100 participants, full day in San Diego, CA

• 2025: 110 participants, full day in Philadelphia, PA

Expanding Services Together Cohort

• 2025: 29 members!
• Will repeat in 2026

Painting on fabric: Agile Imagination, by Zack Freeman



American Library Association



Thank you!
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