
DVCAM/MiniDV Digital Transfer Using QuickTime 

 
Step 1: Setup 

• Make sure the DVCAM deck is powered on. The power light should be green. 

• Gently insert your tape into the DVCAM deck, window up, ribbon edge first. The 

cassette will automatically load once placed in the proper position. 

• Rewind your tape, if applicable. 

 
 

Step 2: Open QuickTime Player 
• Close all open programs, if any, on the Mac. 

• Click on the QuickTime Player icon in the dock at the bottom of the screen. 

 

Step 3: Getting started 
• QuickTime Player will open a window allowing you to open an existing movie or 

project. Ignore this window. 

o Click on the File dropdown menu and select New Movie Recording. 

o A new window will open. This is what you will use to capture your DVCAM 

recording. 



Step 4: Connect video and audio 

• Click on the small, inverted caret next to the red 

RECORD button on the toolbar window that appears 

when you move the mouse. 
o Make sure that DSR-11 is selected for both the 

“Camera” and “Audio” settings. 
o Select “High” for the quality setting, which 

will export into an MOV file using H.264 

(video) and AAC (audio) codecs.  
o “Maximum” quality will export into an 

extremely large MOV file, using Apple ProRes 4444 (video) and 24-bit 

uncompressed LPCM (audio) codecs. This option should rarely be used.. 
 

Step 5: Capture your video 
• Click on the red RECORD button in QuickTime Player. 

• Press PLAY on the DVCAM deck. 

• You should see and hear your movie playing in the window. 

• When you want to stop recording, click on the STOP button in the software, then press 

STOP on the DVCAM deck. 

 

Step 6: Export your video 

• To export what you have just captured, go to File and select Save on the dropdown menu. 

• Give your movie a title, then save it to the desktop. 

o It is not recommended to export directly to your external storage device. 

• An MOV file should appear on the desktop with the title you gave it. 

 

Step 7: Copy your video to your storage device 
• Plug in your storage device to the USB hub. 

• Drag the MOV file from the desktop to the disk image of your storage device. 

• Once it has finished copying, safely eject your device from the computer by 

dragging its disk image to the eject icon (trash can) on the bottom of the 

desktop. Or you can click on the drive and select File → Eject. 

• Rewind your tape then eject it from the DVCAM deck using the eject button located on 

the right side of the cassette compartment 

 

Don’t forget your tape and storage device! 
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