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THE EXHIBITION

The Fox collection includes over 2,000 books, eighty of which are included in
this exhibition. Several types of nineteenth century color printing are
represented here, including color wood engraving, chromolithographs and early
hand-painted books.

Many of these books are fragile, paper pamphlets that reveal vivid color when
opened—still brilliant after more than one hundred years. They would not have
survived routine handling by children, and we are fortunate they were preserved.

Highlights include “toy” and “moveable” books; examples from the shop of
Edmund Evans, the premier nineteenth century printer of color wood engravings
(whose most notable artists were Walter Crane, Kate Greenaway and Randolph
Caldecott); and many examples of fine British printing from the firms of Thomas
Nelson & Sons, Frederick Warne, Dean & Son and George Routledge & Sons.

After the exhibition closes, by searching the library’s catalog, you will still be
able to enjoy twenty-four of these books online, digitized in full-text and
full-color for your “education and amusement.”



THE COLLECTION COMES TO THE LIBRARY

On January 24, 1978, a collegial group of printing enthusiasts and founders of
the The Seminar on the History of the Book sponsored a lecture, reception and
exhibition to celebrate the donation of the George M. Fox Collection of Early
Children’s Books to the San Francisco Public Library. This group of bibliophiles,
inspired by the acquisition of the Robert Grabhorn Collection on the History
of Printing and the Development of the Book in 1965, had been meeting
regularly at the Library to share their knowledge and appreciation of fine books.
M. Fox was acquainted with the San Francisco Public Library, the Grabhorn
Collection and the “Seminars,” and after fifty years of collecting, decided he had
found the perfect home for his collection of eighteenth and nineteenth century

childrens books.

George M. Fox’ interest in early children’s books started when he began working
at the Milton Bradley Company in 1923. He began collecting around 1926, as
Milton Bradley was planning a centennial celebration of the McLoughlin
Brothers publishers of New York, which Milton Bradley had acquired in 1920.
Fox acquired a portion of the McLoughlin archives as Milton Bradley disposed
and divided up the materials that no longer interested them. This started him
on the road to becoming a lifelong collector of children’s books.

Mr. Fox passed away in 1985, and in December 1986, the San Francisco Public
Library honored him and his generosity by featuring a display of books drawn
from his collection. Educate! Amuse! And in Colors! is the first exhibition of
books from the Fox Collection since that time.






