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Why Genealogy?

All Branches The History & Genealogy Department

-! Central Library .

» Institutional knowledge BTSN <" o o )t v ot i

Departments and Senvices

» SFPL’s multitude of resources

» Many urban public libraries around the country have genealogy
departments...

» Los Angeles Public Library: “History and Genealogy Department”

» Denver Public Library: “Western History/Genealogy Department”

» Houston Public Library: “Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research”

» Dallas Public Library: “Genealogy Section”

» Miami Public Library: “Genealogy Department”

» New York Public Library: “Irma and Paul Milstein Division of United States
History, Local History and Genealogy”

» Seattle Public Library: “Genealogy Collection” (and two desighated
genealogy librarians)

...s0 why not SFPL?

Phone: (213) 228-7000 | Fax: (213) 228-7409 | E-mail (form)
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At a Glance | *
« Top Genealogy Research Center

« Vast Collection of U.S. records

© 120.000 Printed Volumes
odical Titles
icrofilm or Microfiche items
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Home > Programs and Servces > Leaming >

Genealogy

Research Your Ancestry

The Seattle Public Library’s Genealogy Collection is one of the largest
Northwest. There are two genealogy librarians available to assist with
tours of our collection as well as free classes on genealogical research.|
online datab hedule 30-minute appointments with a genealogy



https://www.lapl.org/branches/central-library/departments/history-genealogy
https://history.denverlibrary.org/genealogy
http://houstonlibrary.org/research/special-collections/clayton-library-center-genealogical-research
http://dallaslibrary2.org/genealogy/index.php
http://miamipl.okpls.org/genealogy/
https://www.nypl.org/locations/divisions/milstein
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
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IGHR:*

Georgia Genealogical Society

COURSE 1
Methods &

Sources

Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL, FUGA,
Coordinator
23 July - 28 July 2017
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Tuesday
« Reading Old Handwriting (R. Koford) 75
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Wednesday
« Onsite Research: Clarke County Courthouse (P. Sayre/Wells) 103
» Libraries & Archives, UGA Main Library Classroom (P. Sayre) 104
+ Onsite Research: UGA Main Library (P. Sayre/Wells) None
Thursday
+ Oral Interviews & Home Sources (Colletta) 114
+ Death & Probate Records (R. Koford) 117
+ DMNA: Stepping Into Genetic Genealogy (Wayne) 129
« Military Records (Strauss) 137
+ Recording Your Findings (P. Sayre) 163
Friday
» Local History & Building Context (Colletta) 169
+ Organizing Your Research (P. Sayre) 175
» Summation & Critique (P. Sayre) 179
Evening Sessions
How to Use GALILED and the UGA Libraries’ Resources (Carter) 180
BCG Certification (Russell/R. Sayre) 191
Why Great Grandpa Shaved Off His Mustache: Tales of Our Ancestors
and the Weather (Colletta) 195
Private Archives: What They Are and How to Use Them (Colletta) 197
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GENEALOGY QUESTIONS
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Accomplishments (contd.)

GENEALOGY RESOURCES
at the Main Library
» Created Genealogy Resources at the Main Library pamphlet

» Created Genealogy Resources at the Library web page

Keyword, Author or Title Q

O O) O

Books & Materials eLibrary Services Kids Teens Calendar Libraries

Home > Libraries > Main > General Collections and Humanities Center > Genealogy

Genealogy Resources at the Library
sfpl.org/genealogy

General Collections Upcoming Genealogy
Biographies Programs
Education
G_e"ealogy Genealogy Research Lab
History Sat., June 8
Language Learning 10:00-11:30 AM
Library Science North Beach Meeting Room
tiarahinn North Beach Branch Library
McComas Science Fiction
Occult/Paranormal San Francisco Genealogy Group < posges
Psychology The General Collections & Humanities Center's Genealogy é?,:g m:f';}"g Schedule: Anceshy lera’y Edi hOﬂ, Ceﬂsuses, (.‘Ify dlr ecto-
Reference Collection e 1
Sat. Jul. 13 ries, classes, databa

! i 3 A4
Fetion end Fhicscpny The General Collections and Humanities Center on the 3rd floor of the Sat., Aug. 10 'ﬁnﬂal home reCOI'dS,
?"‘”"I Soces, Main Library maintains a thorough circulating and library-use-only print iﬁtdbmiﬂﬁo = gen 30103}’ group, Herit, ageQuest Online, high

il collection of materials that can aid the genealogist. G ay 3rd Floor Paley Room school 3 % » Mgl
U handbooks can be found primarily in two places in the General Main Library 00 Yyear b OOkS, hISf orical phot 05, hOW-t 0
’

Collections & Humanities Center: in the Dewey areas 025.0692 and
929.1. These are books on how to do genealogic research, organizing
your results, researching different populations, and using online
resources. The department also has titles like Burke's Peerage, for Tues., Jun. 11
those trying to trace their family back to nobility in Great Britain; and 6:15 PM-7:15 PM

i iti i i North Beach Meeting Room
many books on family crests, heraldry, etc. Additionally, doing a Subject

books, librarians, maps, newspapers, obituaries
orphanage records, voter registers, workshops...

Genealogy and Family History A
Class

search of "genealogy” in our classic catalog will yield all the print books Horth Beach Btanch Cibeary
and ebooks the library has to offer.
Beginning Genealogy (Class 1)
E ; % i Tues., Jun. 18
Some particularly useful books in the General Collections & Humanities 1:30.3-30 PM @
Center collection for genealogical research in San Francisco are: 5th Floor Learning Studio
Main Library S 2 9
« Raking the Ashes: Genealogical Strategies for pre-1906 San an Fr ancisco l)llbllc Libr ary
Francisco Research by Nancy Simons Peterson 100 Larkin St., San Francisco, CA 94102

- Who Perished: a List of Persons Who Died as a Resuit of the Great
Earthquake and Fire in San Francisco on April 18, 1906 compiled by
Gladys Hansen : introd. by Deanna Paoli Gumina.

= A Useful Guide to Researching San Francisco Ancestry by Kathleen



https://sfpl.org/index.php?pg=2000842401

ccomplishments (contd.)

» Founded Genealogy Resource Group

» Answered numerous genealogy questions referred to me by other librarians

» Programming

» Hosted/led/participated in a multitude of programs

» Established the ongoing San Francisco Genealogy Group (library-sponsored,

meets monthly)

» Added 55 people to Genealogy Programs email distribution list

SFPL+SUTRO

UNITE!

Tuesday Join us for a FREE talk about
San Francisco Public Library’s

JUIY 17 genealogy resources

5:30-6:30pm with Brian Weaver.

Sutro Library Reading Room

J. Paul Leonard Library, 5th floor

San Francisco State University

1630 Holloway Avenue, San Francisco
(extended research hours: 10am-5:30pm)

sutro.library.ca.gov

Please RSVP at sfplatsutro.eventbrite.com.

The General Collections and Humanities Center
of the San Francisco Public Library presents

San Francisco
Genealogy Group

Whether you're just starting out researching your family
history or have been doing it for years and need ideas how
to get past some brick walls, join the conversation at
monthly meetings (second Saturday of the month) led by a
genealogist from the California Genealogical Society. Her
specialty is San Francisco and California but will help anyone
with any questions you might have.

Second Saturdays of the Month
Apr. 13, May 11, Jun. 8, Jul. 13 & Aug 10
11lam-1pm
3rd Floor Paley Room
Main Library

All prograsms at the Libeary are ree.
Supported by Fricnds of the San Francisco Public Libeary

6)
San Francisco Public Library
Main Library 100 Larkin St. (at Grove) (415) 557-4277 sfpl.org

9 et 0 et ot et

The General Collections and Humanities Center and the
International Center of the San Francisco Public Library present

Finding Your
Asian American Roots

A =
——

Grant Din, a certified genealogist with over thirty years
of experience researching family histories, especially for
those with roots in Asia, will recount immigration
stories of people from China, Japan, Korea, the
Philippines, and India, and how these family histories
were discovered. Learn how to use the resources of the
library to embark on your own searches, and find out
about other local sites that can help with your research.

Thursday, May 31, 2018, 6:00 PM
5% Floor Computer Training Room
Main Library

All programs at the Library are free.
Supported by Friends of the San Francisco Public Library

&

San Francisco Public Libray
Main Library 100 Larkin St. (at Grove) (415)557-4277 sfpl.org

THE OTHER BLACK MIGRATION
Genealogy Workshop Series

e African Arherican %

Historical &Cultural Society Sais Francisco Public Library

AA ACC African American

— Art & Culture Complex

Celebrate Black History Month and learn about your family history with the San
Francisco African American Historical and Cultural Society (SFAAHCS) and the San

Francisco Public Library (SFPL) by attending workshops and a presentation about
DNA and genealogy at the African American Art and Cultural Complex.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: All workshops will be held at the African American Art and
Cultural Complex (762 Fulton Street, 2nd floor, San Francisco). To register, call 415-252-
6172 or email: info@sfaahcs.org to reserve a space. Leave your name, phone
number/email, and the dates/times of workshops you plan to attend. Bring your laptop,
tablet or other Internet enabled device. Bring your family tree, research and questions to
these workshops.

SCHEDULE

Research Your Family Tree 1

Search on your own or ask for assistance. Share your experiences.

Wednesday, February 6

2:00 - 4:00 PM & 6:00 - 7:30 PM

Call 415-292-6172 or email: info@sfazhcs.org to register for one or both sessions.

Research Your Family Tree 2

Search on your own or ask for assistance. Share your experiences.

Wednesday, February 13

2:00-4:00 PM & 6:00 - 7:30 PM

Call 415-292-6172 or email: info@sfazhcs.org to register for one or both sessions.

African American Genetic Migrations

Learn resources and skills to discover your family tree through genetic technologies.
Presented by LaJuan Hall

Saturday, February 23

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Call 415-252-6172 or email: info@sfaahcs.org to register for this session.

Research Your Family Tree 3

Search on your own or ask for assistance. Share your experiences.

Wednesday, February 27

2:00-4:00 PM & 6:00-7:30 PM

Call 415-292-6172 or email: info@sfazhcs.org to register for one or both sessions.

African American Historical and Cultural Society
762 Fulton Street, 2nd floor, San Francisco




Findings
» Questions tallied (Jul. 2017 - Jan. 2019)

» 125 questions (1 to 2 questions/week)

» Programs well attended: 2 years, 37 programs, 432 attendees
08/23/17 Research Your Ancestors at ANZ - 13

09/29/17 Research Your Ancestors at EVA - 9

01/25/18 Research Your Ancestors - 12

02/01/18 Ethnicity and Culture that Harmonize with African Genealogy (with Alvis Ward/AAGSNC) - 14
02/15/18 Genealogy Drop-In - 10

03/22/18 Genealogy 101 - 10

04/26/18 Research Your Ancestors - 15

05/25/18 Introduction to Genealogy on Techmobile at MAR - 5

05/31/18 Finding Your Asian American Roots (w/Grant Din) - 25

06/06/18 Introduction to Genealogy at PAR - 3

06/28/18 Genealogy 101 - 12

07/14/18 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 13

07/17/18 Genealogy Resources at the San Francisco Public Library (at Sutro Library) - 20
08/11/18 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 9

09/08/18 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 8




Findings (contd.)

» Programs well attended: 2 years, 37 programs, 432 attendees
10/13/18 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 10
01/12/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 11
01/24/19 Genealogy Resources at the Library (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 8

Feb. 2019 The Other Black Migration series of 5 workshops and DNA program (at AAACC with Ginger Smyly) - 6
02/09/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 9

03/09/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 6

04/13/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 10

05/11/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 10

05/11/19 Family Legacies - Chinese American Genealogy (with Jeanie Low) - 29

06/08/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 9

Jun.-Sept. 2019 Beginning Genealogy (series of 4 classes with Jane Lindsey Knowles/CGS) - 57
07/13/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 11

08/10/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 12

09/14/19 San Francisco Genealogy Group (with Sandra Huber/CGS) - 10




Findings (contd.)

» Staff appreciative of someone to whom they can refer patrons

Suggestions & Comments

&

San Franctsco Public Library

I'hank you for your comments. Your suggestions help us to evaluate our services and better / / l), / / [
meet your needs. While it is not possible to respond to each ¢ your suggestions will ~ Date \
be carefully considered. Again, thank you for your interest and for helping us to make the
San Francisco Public Library a better resource for everyone. T T =

: A _/p j = 6 Name

U Gre //,--T»u ddAgA WA i ""“ —
L E-mail .
,/P, = [ 4 9 ) g :VQ/ ‘6M aﬂﬂld/ﬁ' DI -
/(/' A /ﬁ\ . Jfé./ AL LR J—v ress

_AVRaRA  TL ¢ o104

[pen i 2 Af Sate/zip
’j’L L= - SNt
Igis form may be turned in at any library service desk or mailed to

Public Affairs, San Francisco Public Library, 100 Larkin Street, San Francisco, CA 94102

Far office use only: Routing: Date:

Action taken: Branch/Section Head:

P — 3 . Library Chief: - =il
SFPL-ga1 03/10

> Patrons appreciative of someone knowledgeable
willing to help them

From: Dennis . S S )
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:38 PM
To: Alvarez, Yemila (LIB) <Yemila.Alvarez@sfpl.org>

Cc: Dennis . < .
Subject: Brian Weaver
Ms. Alvarez:

You have an excellent employee in the person of Brian Weaver. | am currently writing an article about a
famous New York policeman for a police journal and came across a technical problem in using the
SFPL version of ancestry.com. | am not unfamiliar with this SFPLresearch tool and used it extensively in
writing the April 2016 cover story article for Air Classics magazine and for other projects. When the
local head librarian could not figure how to resolve the issue, she referred me to Mr. Weaver.

While his expertise in this area apparently makes him in high demand, he got back to me within a few
hours. | found him to be personable and patient, and he took the time to convert unreadable
handwritten text in a 1886 government document into printed form and then somehow was able to copy
it and then emailed it to me.

oM. .




The General Collections and Humanities Center

Moving Forward Family Listory Month

At the Main Library
-

» More Programming

» October Family History Month programming
» DNA and Genetic Genealogy w/Stephen Morse

October is Family History Month, and the Main Library will

> Hispanic Genealogy W/Lucy Jennings Sweeney be celebrating with the following three programs...

NA and Genetic Genealogy San Francisco Genealogy Group
Presented by Stephen P. Morse sat., Oct. 12

Tues,, Oct. 8 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

» Genealogy 101 at ORT in Nov. and at NVA in Jan. atolpenc

Main Library / Lower Level

Hispanic Genealogy
Spanish records with Lucy Jennings Sweeney

» San Francisco Genealogy Group Yo

Computer Training Center
Main Library / 5 Floor

» 2020 schedule with extended hours and additional (W< e
month L6 Sun Francisco Publc Libary

All programs at the library are free.
Sponsored by Friends of the San Francisco Public Library

Staff Directory Geneak)gy Resources Main Library 100 Larkin St (at Grove} sfpl.org
Search Directory n
SFPL has a number of useful resources for those doing genealogical research. These are listed in detail on the Genealogy Resources
* Email
Tesources..
* ellerge
« Forms « Genealogy Resources at the Library

> Fo ld 3 * RegForm Maintained by the General Collections and Humanities Center, this web page is a good first resource to show patrons, and it contai
* Celayix eTime which departments at the Main Library have what resources genealogists might want to consult; databases the library has for those
: "‘;L‘c:r"‘:.m current month; and other Bay Area organizations of interest to genealogists.

* San Francisco History Center

> Li b ra ry rece n t ly acq ui red access to th i S d ata base Of © Classictataig If the patron you're helping is specifically researching ancestors who lived in San Francisco, the San Francisco History Center can

Emergencies * Where to Find Vital Records in San Francisco (PDF)
m -i l-i ta reco rd S o Frm RS Maintained by the San Francisco History Center, this PDF (which can be printed out in pamphlet format) lists what city departments!
« Incident Report marriage licenses, divorce decrees, wills & probate records, etc.). It also contains a list of other useful genealogy resources
 Security * SFPL's History & Genealogy Databases

This is a direct link to the Articles & Databases topic “History & Genealogy,” which includes the databases (Ancestry, HeritageQues
® Obituary Search Request Form
Maintained by the Magazines & Newspapers Centfer, this form can be filled out and submitted by patrons looking for obituaries. The
The obituaries must have appeared in San Francisco newspapers, and patrons must provide date of death and name of the persor
e Obituary-Related Resources

> Ge n ea Iogy Reso u rces StaffN et page Maintained by the Magazines & Newspapers Center, this web page lists additional resources for researching people in San Francis!

Genealogy Resource Group

If you would like to speak to someone in the system who is knowledgeable about genealogy, the Genealogy Resource Group is compr

’ I n C l u d es G e n ea logy ReSO u rce G ro u p generally knowledgeable about the topic. Feel free to call them for assistance. Additionally, the General Collections & Humanities Ceni

information about how to do family research.

» Brian Weaver, General Collections and Humanities Center
« Tom Carey, San Francisco History Center

« Richard Le, North Beach Branch

« Johnny Palmer, Deaf Services Center

« Abe Ignacio, International Center



