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Laura Lay, Learning Differences Librarian

Urban Libraries Council

Top Innovator



URBAN LIBRARIES COUNCIL
TOP INNOVATOR

• Urban Libraries Council provides a forum 
for library leaders to share best practices 
and innovative ideas

• FOG Readers has been named a Top 
Innovator for 2018 in the Learning: Birth 
through Teens category!

• Ten top innovations were chosen by a 
panel of expert judges from almost 220 
submissions



READING HELP AT THE LIBRARY 

• Tutors and elementary school students meet one hour 
a week at a library location on an on-going basis

• Tutors follow a structured literacy program which uses 
an Orton Gillingham based methodology

• Focuses on alphabetic principle, phonics, decoding, 
spelling, fluency, accuracy, and comprehension skills 

• 120 active tutor/student pairs at 23 of our 28 locations



FUTURE STEPS

• Steady stream of volunteers needed 
for success

• Looking for community organizations, 
universities, corporate responsibility 
volunteer programs to focus efforts on 
FOG Readers

• Share our methods and success with 
other library systems – Santa Barbara 
Public Library to be first system to use 
FOG Readers outside SFPL


