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A Selective List of Books Available at the San Francisco Public Library 

Compiled by Library Staff 

  

Sundays with Science Series 

February 24, 2013 – What’s Scientific About Soil? 
 

 

Soil 
 

Introduction to Earth, Soil, and Land in California (2010) 

Carle, David 

Call Number: 508.794 C192i 

David Carle offers an exploration of a primary element of the natural world – the land beneath our 

feet. Carle tells how soil ecosystems function, discusses what lives in the soil, and examines 

various soil types. He then turns to the relationship between humans and the land, and investigates 

the various uses and abuses that land in California endures: large scale agriculture, mining, and 

development, as well as fires, floods, and erosion.  The book covers the entire state, including 

California's wild lands, farmland, cities, and landfills. 

Dirt: The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth (2007) 

Logan, William Bryant 

Call Number: 631.4 L828d 2007 

"You are about to read a lot about dirt, which no one knows very much about." So begins the cult 

classic that brings mystery and magic to "that stuff that won't come off your collar." John Adams, 

Thomas Jefferson, Saint Phocas, Darwin, and Virgil parade through this thought-provoking work, 

taking their place next to the dung beetle, the compost heap, dowsing, historical farming, and the 

microscopic biota that till the soil. With fresh eyes and heartfelt reverence, William Bryant Logan 

variously observes, "There is glamour to the study of rock"; "The most mysterious place on Earth is 

right beneath our feet"; and "Dirt is the gift of each to all." Whether Logan is traversing the far 

reaches of the cosmos or plowing through our planet's crust, his delightful, elegant, and surprisingly 

soulful meditations greatly enrich our concept of "dirt," that substance from which we all arise and 

to which we all must return. 

Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations (2007) 

Montgomery, David R. 

Call Number: 631.49 M7665d 

Dirt, soil, call it what you want – it's everywhere we go. It is the root of our existence, supporting our 

feet, our farms, our cities. This fascinating yet disquieting book finds, however, that we are running 

out of dirt, and it's no laughing matter. An engaging natural and cultural history of soil that sweeps 

from ancient civilizations to modern times, Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations explores the compelling 

idea that we are – and have long been – using up Earth's soil. A rich mix of history, archaeology 

and geology, Dirt traces the role of soil use and abuse in the history of Mesopotamia, Ancient 

Greece, the Roman Empire, China, European colonialism, Central America, and the American push 

westward. We see how soil has shaped us and we have shaped soil -- as society after society has 

risen, prospered, and plowed through a natural endowment of fertile dirt.  
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Sustaining Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in Soils and Sediments (2004) 

Wall, Diana H., editor 

Call Number: 577.57 Su828 

After eight years of research, the Committee on Soil and Sediment Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Functioning of the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE) held its final 

workshop in the fall of 2002. Contributors in the biological, environmental, and agricultural 

sciences discuss biodiversity in soil, as well as in freshwater and marine sediments, along with their 

role in the operation of ecosystems and on providing ecosystem services. The 10 papers cover 

ecosystem processes and the sustainable delivery of goods and services; assessing the 

vulnerability of critical below-surface habitats, functions, and taxa; and connections between soils 

and sediments.  

 

San Francisco Public Library Database 
 

Science Online (Facts on File) 

 

Presents a broad range of scientific disciplines through extensive definitions, essays, diagrams, 

biographies, and experiments such as soil, soil classification, and soil pollution.   Please Note: 

You will need a San Francisco Public Library card and PIN to access the database. 

 

To access this database, go to the San Francisco Public Library website, sfpl.org.  Hover over the 

eLibrary tab, which will display a pull-down menu. From this menu, click on Articles and 

Databases, and an alphabetical listing of databases will appear. Scroll down to Science Online 

(Facts on File) and click on the link to enter the database. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


